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essentials

Three local reads, alongside a page-turning look at small-town life 
in middle America, give good reason to stay home this month

Words by Cayleigh Bright

HOME ADVANTAGE

The Locals 
In the aftermath of 9/11, the lives of two very di� erent men 
intersect in rural America. One of them is a lovably and 
infuriatingly gullible nice guy. � e other is a seemingly 
benevolent billionaire who sets about solving a small town’s 
troubles by throwing money at them. As class politics and 
social intrigue play out in Jonathan Dee’s � e Locals (R295, 
Jonathan Ball), friends, family and neighbours are implicated 
in a tense, smoothly told story that raises questions about 
what community really means. � e author has a special 
skill for switching perspectives, allowing the story to be told 
by all of his characters without confusion. A long time in the 
making, the novel isn’t a comment on the Trump presidency, 
but it’s well-timed anyway – providing plenty to think about 
in the time of underquali� ed leadership. 

Domestic arrivals

Phumlani Pikoli’s 
The Fatuous State 
of Severity (Pan 
Macmillan, R170) 
started life as 
a self-published 
endeavour which 
was soon picked up 
for republication and 
has been making 
news ever since. In 
each of his stories, 
searing honesty and 
a curiosity about 
the author’s self, 
generation and 
country mean that 
the book is at times 
uncomfortable to 
read, but always 
diffi cult to put down. 
Put your phone 
away and keep 
telling yourself 
‘just one more page’ 
as Pikoli navigates 
the intersections 
of mental health, 
addiction, social 
media and hope.

The next book 
in the Lady 
Limbo trilogy, 
Wolf Trap (R260, 
Jacana) sees 
its heroine face 
fears from her 
past and the 
disappearance 
of her husband 
to save her 
daughter from 
the plans of 
a scheming, 
unseen villain, 
while danger 
seems to lurk 
everywhere. 
In this Cape 
Town-set novel, 
Consuelo Roland 
keeps up the 
tension and 
pace of Lady 
Limbo before 
it, delivering 
the unsettling 
intrigue that an 
unconventional 
thriller should. 

Food consultant 
Ming-Cheau Lin 
has long been 
an advocate 
for all things 
authentic in the 
food industry, 
so in Just Add 
Rice (R370, 
Quivertree 
Publications) 
she delivers the 
tempting recipes 
she’s long enjoyed 
at home, alongside 
information 
about Taiwanese 
ingredients, dining 
etiquette and 
culture. With more 
than 80 options 
to choose from, 
there’s something 
for every skill 
level – and with 
food that looks 
good on the plate, 
there’s plenty for 
those doing it for 
the ’gram, too.  
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