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essentials

These authors have been writing for decades, but you’ve just noticed them. 
That’s okay: now’s the time to settle in and enjoy their body of work

Words by Cayleigh Bright

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE...

Margaret Atwood
What you’ve heard Well, it’s more 

about what you’ve watched – probably 
� e Handmaid’s Tale or Alias Grace 
(currently showing on Net� ix and 

Showmax, respectively).

Zakes Mda 
What you’ve heard He’s been retweeted 

onto your timeline giving insightful 
opinions on everything from Trump to 
Inxeba – now you’re regretting skipping 

your assigned school setworks.

Kazuo Ishiguro 

What you’ve heard Ishiguro won the 
Nobel Prize late last year so he’s kind 
of a big deal. If you’ve seen his name 
around but don’t know where, that’s 

probably why – and time to change that.

 START HERE 

The Heart Goes Last 
(R187, Little, Brown)
Imagining a near future 
featuring a fi nancial 
crash, sex robots and 
a residential prison 
(we’ll let the author 
explain), this novel 
is eerily relatable.

 START HERE 

Black Diamond 
(R185, Penguin SA)
Centred on one man 
whose girlfriend’s 
ambitions have always 
outstripped his own, this 
is a tale of crime and 
trying to stay honest 
and free in modern SA. 

 START HERE 

Never Let Me Go 
(R187, Faber & Faber)
In what looks like a posh 
boarding school, things 
are a lot messier than 
they seem. There’s 
a good movie version 
of this one, but read 
the book fi rst. 

 MOVE ON TO THIS: 

The Blind Assassin 
(R208, Little, Brown)
A simple story about 
Canada in the recent 
past. Seems normal until 
the tongue-less virgins 
held prisoner on the 
planet Zycron come in! 

 MOVE ON TO THIS: 

Ways of Dying 
(R209, Picador)
Mda’s fi rst novel features 
a main character with 
an unusual career: he’s 
a professional mourner, 
in a city in just-post-
democracy SA.

 MOVE ON TO THIS: 

The Remains of 
the Day (R187, 
Faber & Faber)
What seems at fi rst 
to be a dull account 
of a long drive turns 
into a tale of World 
War-era conspiracy. 

 NEXT UP: 

The Handmaid’s 
Tale (R189, Vintage)
We don’t need to tell 
you much about the 
totalitarian world in this 
one – you’ve probably 
seen the series, and 
read the think pieces. 

 NEXT UP: 

Sometimes There 
is a Void: Memoirs 
of an Outsider 
(R385, St Martin’s)
Now that you’re a fan, 
fi nd out where the 
author comes from, 
in his own words. 

 NEXT UP: 

The Buried Giant 
(R187, Faber & Faber)
Critics were divided on 
this one, so best to 
decide for yourself. 
Expect a Game of 
Thrones-esque setting 
and very polite dialogue.
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